








ANNOUNCEMENT II. 


The 
Universal Christian Conference 


on 


Life and Work 


History - Purpose - Organization 


ad 


INTERNATIONAL OFFICES: 


New York, U.S.A. . . . . . 70 Fifth Avenue 

London, England . Memorial Hall, Farringdon Road 

Geneva, Switzerland. . . . . Avenue Calas 4 
Upsala, Sweden 








THERE will be held in August, 1925, in Stockholm, a conference repre- 

sentative of all communions of the Church of Christ, in view of 
the need of the world for that peace which comes from righteousness and truth. This 
is in accordance with resolutions determined upon at a gathering in Geneva in 1920, 
at which were present representatives of many denominations from many countries. 


Purpose 


THE purpose of the Conference is not primarily to promote the reunion of 

Christendom, though such cooperation as is proposed will undoubtedly 
help to this end. It does not intend to deal with questions of Faith and Order. The 
purpose is rather to concentrate the thought of Christendom on the mind of Christ 
as revealed in the Gospels towards those great social, industrial and international 
questions which are so acutely urgent in our civilization. Believing that only in 
Christ’s way of life can the world find healing and rest, we desire to discover how 
best His message may be applied to those problems with which every nation has been 
confronted. The need for making some such concerted endeavor to learn afresh 
the mind of Christ cannot be exaggerated. The nations are yearning for purer politics. 
Industrial unrest is producing chaos and confusion. The basic motives of citizenship 
need strong reinforcement. In international affairs, men are seeking anxiously for 
permanent peace and deeper fellowship. We believe that the message and teaching 
of Jesus Christ afford the only solution. To set ourselves to discover His will, and 
under the guidance of His spirit to find wise ways of applying His teaching, would 
seem to be the paramount task of the Church. 


BY more than one of the great Church conventions of recent date, notably by 

the Lambeth Conference of 1920, resolutions were passed, urging that steps 
immediately be taken, whether by cooperation or by concurrent action, so that the 
whole Church of Christ might be enabled with one voice to advocate the principles 
which must underlie the world commonwealth of the future, and without which 
civilization can hardly hope to survive. 


THIS movement is closely akin with several other movements already existing, 

which cover part of the same ground. One essential point on our program, 
the Christianizing of international relations, is the object of the admirable work of 
the Werld Alliance for Promoting International Friendship through the Churches. 
The Alliance does not, however, as yet constitute an official representation of the 
Church in all the countries in which it works. 


TH Universal Christian Conference on Life and Work is to be distinguished 

from the World Conference on Faith and Order, which concerns itself 
with matters of doctrine and ecclesiastical orders as related to possible organic union 
of the different denominations. This Conference is not to deal with these questions, 
nor to discuss questions of theology and church organization about which there are 
differences of cpinion in the different branches of the Church. The realization of the 
ideal of the Faith and Order movement must be comparatively remote, whereas, the 
Christian communions can without difficulty unite here and now in the application 
of Christian ethics and the spirit of Christ to problems of the present day. 


THE former Bishop of Winchester has rightly said, “In the region of moral and 
social questions we desire all Christians to begin at once to act together 
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as if they were one body, in one visible fellowship. This can be done by all alike 
without any injury to theological principles.” 


WH AT Doctor Kapler said, “Doctrine divides, but service unites” is true 

to a certain extent. We are all concerned with service, and we believe 
that by serving the cooperation of the Christian communions we shall break down 
prejudices and create a spirit of fellowship which will render the accomplishment of 
the aims of the Faith and Order movement less difficult to achieve. 


ME ANWHILE we are of the opinion that the two movements had 


? better be kept distinct, Life and Work confining itself 
in the main to the cooperation of the Church in the application of the spirit and 
teaching of Christ to social, economic and international relationships, while Faith 
and Order devotes its attention to the ultimate but more remote goal of unity in 
doctrine and church order. 


OUR aim differs from all self-constituted and voluntary movements of Christian 

people, such as missionary, educational and social service movements. 
A good illustration would be to say that it will be to the whole life and work of the 
Church substantially what the World Conference at Edinburgh was for foreign mis- 
sions, with the important difference that the present Conference will be composed 
of officially appointed representatives of the Christian communions instead of delegates 
appointed by missionary boards. Its purpose will be to consider the practical work 
of the Church both at home and abroad, but without authority to raise or administer 
money or to deal with questions of faith and order, or to take any action whatever 
that would be binding upon communions without their explicit consent. The delegates 
to the Conference will all be appointed by their respective communions, but the 
resolutions passed by the Conference do not .commit any Christian communion 
before being endorsed by that communion. 


An Appeal 


THI S is no ordinary project. It calls for a venture of faith of a very high 

order. We should be unworthy of the high responsibility committed 
to us as followers of Christ, if we did not make a corporate attempt to discover the 
meaning of His way of life for the world of today. In the Christian ethic and in Christ’s 
spirit of love, which is at once its basis and its inspiration, lies not only the true founda- 
tion of law and order, but the one hope alike for Christendom itself and for all mankind. 


THE Executive Committee who are making the preparations for the Universal 

Christian Conference on Life and Work, desire to commend it to the 
prayers of their fellow Christians of every race and country. They ask them to pray, 
now and continually: 


For the coming of a fuller unity of spirit and of action in 
the entire Church of Christ throughout the world; 

For a readiness on the part of all Christians to make new 
ventures of faith and to take more seriously the im- 
plications of the Gospel; 

For the deepening and broadening of love among all 
Christ’s followers towards all men; 
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For the elimination of all passion and prejudice, and the 
growth of peace and brotherhood; 

For clearer vision of the will of God and of the work of 
Christ in this day; 

For all that may further the coming of His Rule on earth. 


ESPECI ASTSIGY do they ask their fellow Christians everywhere 


to pray for the success of the Conference in its 
considering how best the teaching and purpose of our Master can be brought to bear 
upon the manifold problems which beset us. The united and unceasing intercession 
of all Christians is asked, that through this gathering of Christians from all over 
the world, the Church may come to clear realization of its opportunity and its responsi- 
bility, and that through it the Holy Spirit of God may make an ever larger impact 
on the minds and wills of men. 


Let us pray that through His working mankind may be led to 
the larger life that is in Him, and that the whole creation, 
now groaning and travailing in pain, may be delivered 
from the bondage of corruption and brought into the glori- 
ous liberty of the sons of God. 


Program 


ACCO RDING to the decisions taken by the International Executive 


Committee, in accordance with the ideas expressed 
at the preparatory meetings, the program of the Conference will include the following 
chief points which are to have been studied carefully by commissions in the various 
sections: 

1. The Church’s Obligation in view of God’s Purpose for the World. 
. The Church and Economic and Industrial Problems. 
. The Church and Social and Moral Problems. 
. The Church and International Relations. 
. The Church and Christian Education. 
. Methods of Co-operative and Federative Efforts by the Christian Communions, 


The Proposed Order of the Conference 


AFTER Divine Service in the Cathedral of Stockholm (Storkyrkan),Tuesday, 
August 11, 3 p.m., the Conference will hold its opening session. 
Sessions are then to be held from Wednesday morning, August 12, to Tuesday, 
August 18, at noon, for full discussion of the six topics which have been studied by 
Commissions in the four main Sections, and in many meetings. 


a> ore C WH 


IT is expected that the Universal Conference will appoint during those days its 

own Commissions on the chief points of the program. Those Commissions will 
be assigned to quiet places in order to concentrate in prayer and deliberation on the 
subject given to each one of them. Every member of the Conference who has not 
been appointed on one of those Commissions will be invited to choose the Commission 
with which he wishes to be associated. Other groups may be formed during those 


[5] 


days for more intimate deliberatious on some special subject, or for devotional life in 
some restful place. 


THE whole Conference is supposed to meet again on Tuesday afternoon, August 
25, at 3 p.m., to discuss the reports received from the Commissions, and 
for resolutions. Such resolutions will not in any way be binding on any Christian 
religious body before it has considered them through its due authority and eventually 
accepted them. The second series of sessions of the Conference will last from Tuesday 
afternoon, August 25 until Saturday night, August 29. 
The concluding Divine Service will be held in the Cathedral of Upsala on Sunday, 
August 30. 


S ANCTU ARIES for Divine Worship in Stockholm on Sundays 


and on weekdays will be put at the disposal of 
every Communion and every language which desires its own sacred place for public 
service and private devotion. 


IT is expected that the whole Conference will count between five hundred and 

six hundred official delegates. At the public meetings place will be provided 
for a very considerable additional number of guests from different countries and de- 
nominations. 


Organization 


THE original proposal for such a Conference was brought by the President of 

the Swiss Church Federation, the Archbishop of Sweden and the General 
Secretary of the Federal Council of the Churches of Christ in America before the 
Hague Conference of the World Alliance in 1919. A committee was appointed which 
later met in Paris, and, on the suggestion of the Archbishop of Canterbury, charged 
one man, Dr. Frederick Lynch, with the working out of plans to call a larger conference 
at Geneva in the summer of 1920. That conference made provisional organization 
by electing an ad interim international committee with the Archbishop of Sweden 
as chairman and appointing two provisional secretaries, Doctors Macfarland and 
Lynch; and it voted to send communications to denominational bodies asking them 
to appoint representatives. 


IN Europe, as well as in America, the movement has met with widespread interest, 
and has been endorsed by most of the important religious bodies. 


AFTER several meetings of the sections and of the Executive Committee, 
the organization charged with the preparation of the Conference 
has been constituted as follows: 


The International Committee on Arrangements representing 
different groups and activities of Church life, in the various countries, under the 


JOINT PRESIDENCY of: 


His Grace, the Most Rev. the Lord Archbishop of Canterbury. 

His Holiness the Gicumenical Patriarch of Constantinople. 

His Grace, the Most Rev. Nathan Sdderblom, D.D., D.Litt., D.C.L., LL.D., 
D.Med., Archbishop of Upsala, Chairman of the European Section. 

The Rey. Arthur J. Brown, D.D., LL.D., Chairman of the American Section. 


[6] 


VICE-PRESIDENTS: 


The General Secretary of the Federal Council of the Churches of Christ in America. 


The Very Rey. J. A. McClymont, D.D., C.B.E., Ex-Moderator of the General As- 
sembly of the Church in Scotland. 


The President of the Deutscher Evangelischer Kirchenausschuss (President of the 
Council of the Federation of the Evangelical Churches in Germany.) 


His Grace, Germanos Strinopoulos, Metropolitan of Thyateira. 


It is understood that the Ecumenical Patriarch of Constantinople, the Archbishop of Canterbury 
and the President of the Deutscher Evangelischer Kirchenausschuss have authority to appoint substi- 
tutes for particular meetings or duties. The Archbishop of Canterbury has appointed the Rt. Rev. the 
Lord Bishop of Oxford to be his representative on the Executive Committee. 


SECRETARIAT: 


General Executive Secretary: Dr. Henry A. Atkinson, 70 Fifth Avenue, New 
orkiNay.,. U.S. A. 

Associate Secretaries: Professor E. Choisy, Avenue Calas 4, Geneva, Switzerland; 
The Reverend Thomas Nightingale, Memorial Hall, Farringdon Road, London, 
England; Dr. Adolf Keller, Peterhofstadt 6, Zurich, Switzerland. 


The General Executive Secretary with the Associate Secretaries shall be responsible 
for the management of the work of the International Committee and the conduct 
of its official correspondence. All details shall thus be handled, subject to the condi- 
tions that the Secretariat shall not incur financial obligations in excess of such funds 
as may be in hand, and that it shall not commit the International Committee or its 
constituent bodies on matters of policy without the approval of the International 
Committee. 


MEMBERS of the International Committee of Arrangements appointed by the 


Four Sections of the Universal Christian Conference are as follows: 


1. AMERICAN MEMBERS 


The Rev. A. J. Brown, D.D., LL.D., Chairman 
Member ex-officio 
Dr. Henry A. Atkinson, Secretary 


Member ex-officio 
The Rev. Peter Ainslie, D.D. 
The Rev. Nehemiah Boynton, D.D. 
Bishop James Cannon, Jr. 
The Rev. Samuel H. Chester, D.D. 
President W. H. P. Faunce 
The Rey. James H. Franklin, D.D. 


2. BRITISH MEMBERS 


His Grace the Most Rey. the Lord Archbishop of 
Canterbury. y 
Depuly—The Rt. Rev. the Lord Bishop of 


ord. 
Substitute—The Very Rev. the Dean of Wor- 


cester. 
The Rt. Rev. the Lord Bishop of Peterborough, 
Chairman of the British Section. 
Substitute—The Rev. H. W. Fox, M.A. 
The Rt. Hon. Lord Robert Cecil. 


Mr. Robert H. Gardiner 

The Rey. Frederick Lynch, D.D. 
The Rey. William P. Merrill, D.D. 
Bishop Luther B. Wilson 

Substitutes: 

The Rt. Rev. Charles H. Brent, D.D. 
The Rey. Frank W. Burnham, D.D. 
The Rev. Francis E. Grunert 

Mr. E. Clarence Miller, LL.D. 
Professor George W. Richards 


Substitute—Canon Lonsdale Ragg. 
The Rey. A. Garvie, D.D. 
The Rev. R. C. Gillie, M.A. 
The Rey. John MacGilp, M.A. 

The Very Rev. J. A. McClymont, D.D,, C.B.E,, 
Ex-Moderator of the Church of Scotland. 
Substitute—The Rev. Alexander Ramsay, D.D 

The Rev. Thomas Nightingale. 
The Rev. C. E. Raven, M.A. 
Miss Lucy Gardner, Secretary of the British Section. 
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3. EUROPEAN MEMBERS 


DenmarK—The Rt. Rev. the Bishop of Sjalland, 
Dr. Ostenfeld, Copenhagen. 
Substitute—The Very Rev. the Dean H. 
Hoffmeyer, Copenhagen. 
Esraonra—The Rt. Rev. the Bishop of Esthonia, 
Dr. Kukk, Reval. 

Finuanp—The Rt. Rev. the Bishop of Tammerfors, 
Dr, Gummerus, Tammerfors. 
Grruany—The President of the 

Evangelischer Kirchenausschuss. 
Substitute—Vice-President Dr. W. Kapler, 
Berhn Charlo 

The Rt. Rev. the Bishop of Saxony, Dr. Ihmels, 

Dresden. 

Substitute—Pralat Dr. Schoell, Stuttgart. 
Professor Dr. Adolph Deissmann, Berlin-Wilmers- 


Deutscher 


dorf. 
The Lord President of the Supreme Court (Reichs- 
gerishtsprasident) Dr. W. Simons, Leipzig. 
Substitute—Missionsdirekter Dr. A. Schrei- 
ber, Berlin-Steglitz. 


Horitanp—Professor Dr. F. M. Bohl, Groningen. 
Huncary—tThe Rt. Rev. Bishop A. Raffay, Buda- 


pest. 

Larvia—The Rt. Rev. the Bishop of Latvia, Riga. 

Norway—The Rt. Rev. the Bishop of Nidaros, 
Dr. Gleditsch, Trondhjem. 

Roumanta—Dr. Walbaum, Governor and Landes- 
Kirchen-Kurator. 

Swepren—His Grace, the Most Rev. the Archbishop 
of Upsala, Chairman of the European Section, 
Upsala. 

Substitute—The Rev. Knut Westman, D.D,, 
Principal of the Swedish College in 
Tauhualuen, China. 

SwitzeRLANp—Professor E. Choisy, Geneva. 

Substitute—Dr. A. Keller, Zurich. 

Secretary—Licentiat E. Stange, Leipzig, Céthener- 
strasse 52. 

Assistant Secretary—Reyv. Folke Palmgren. 

Members are to be appointed for Austria, 
Czechoslovakia, France, Poland, etc. 


4. MEMBERS APPOINTED BY THE HOLY ORTHODOX CHURCH 


His Holiness, the CEcumenical Patriarch of, Con- 
stantinople. : 

Deputy—His Grace the Metropolitan of Thya- 
teira, Germanos, 1 Stanhope Gardens, Crom- 
well Road, London, S. W. 7, England, Chair- 
man of the Orthodox Section. 

His Beatitude, the Patriarch of Alexandria. 
His Beatitude, the Patriarch of Antiochea. 
His Beatitude, the Patriarch of Jerusalem. 
His Beatitude, the Patriarch of Russia. 


His Beatitude, the Patriarch of Serbia. 
Substitute—The Rt. Rev. Bishop of Litza, 
Nikolaus Velimirovitz. 
His Beatitude, the Archbishop of Cyprus. 
His Grace, the Metropolitan of Athens. 
His Grace, the Metropolitan of Sophia. 
His Grace, the Metropolitan of Bukharest, Miran 
Christo. 
Substitute—His Grace, the Metropolitan of 
Moldavia. 


THE INTERNATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE shall fill vacancies in 
the official staff and in the Committees that are not otherwise provided for, act when 
called upon for advice or direction by the Secretariat, or in the event of questions 
arising between the Secretary and Associate Secretaries or between them and the 
chairman which would be determined by the Executive Committee, and perform 
such other duties as the International Committee may from time to time prescribe. 
The Chairman of the European Section of the International Committee shall act 
as Chairman of the Executive Committee. 


ArcupisHop oF Upsaua, Chairman. Upsala, Sweden 

Dr. Henry A. Atkinson. . . . . 70 Fifth Avenue, New York, N. Y.,U.S. A. 
Dr. Artuur J. Brown. 156 Fifth Avenue, New York, N. Y., U.S. A. 
Pror. Witi1aM A. Brown . 3041 Broadway, New York, N. Y., U.S. A. 


Pror. Evcenn Cnoisy. ..... Avenue Calas, 4, Geneva, Switzerland 

Miss Lucy GARDNER. ...... 92 St. George’s Square, London, S. W. 1, England. 

ArcHBISHOP GERMANOS ..... 1 Stanhope Gardens, Cromwell Road, London, S. W. 7, England. 
PraRRER ApOLF KELLER. .... Carmenstrasse 48, Zurich, Switzerland. 


Dr. CuArRes S. MACFARLAND. . . 105 East 22nd Street, New York, N. Y., U.S. A. 

Very Rev. J. A. McCuymont. . . 22 Murrayfield Drive, Edinburgh, Scotland. 

PresipeENt Dr. MOPLLER. ... . Jebenstrasse, 3, Berlin-Charlottenburg 2, Germany. 

Rev. Tuomas Nicutincate. . . . Memorial Hall, Farringdon Road, London, E. C. 4, England. 
Bisoor oF OxForD. ....... Oxford, England. 

Bisnop oF PererporoucH .. . . Peterborough, England. 

LicenTiAt Eric STANGE ..... Céthenerstrasse, 52, Leipzig-Gohlis, Germany. 
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